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Voters to 
Decide Fate 
of Upper 
Great 
Highway 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


This November, city voters 
may decide if the Upper Great 
Highway between Lincoln 
Way and Sloat Boulevard will 
be closed permanently and 
replaced with an oceanfront 
park, although opposition to 
the ballot measure is already 
forming. 

On June 18, SF Board of 
Supervisors members Joel En- 
gardio, Myrna Melgar, Dean 
Preston, Matt Dorsey and Ra- 
fael Mandelman submitted a 
ballot measure asking voters to 
approve turning the two-mile 
stretch of Ocean Beach from a 
highway into parkland “to ad- 
dress effects of pollution and 
climate change on the City’s 
coastal ecosystem,” according 
to a press release by an organi- 
zation called Friends of Great 
Highway Park, which, along 
with other groups, is pushing 
for the change. 

Engardio, whose district 
borders this stretch of Great 
Highway, addressed the fact 
that the “pilot program” of 
closing the highway from Fri- 
day afternoons through the 
weekend until Monday morn- 
ings, when it opens up for mo- 
tor vehicle traffic again, is set 
to end next year. 

“As the deadline approach- 
es, the fight between pro-high- 
way and pro-park advocates 
will only intensify,’ Engardio 
said in a separate statement. 
“That’s why we need to decide 
once and for all if the Great 
Highway is going to be a park 
or not. We’re asking a momen- 
tous question: ‘Should a coast- 
al highway remain what it was 
the past century or should it 
become something new for the 
next 100 years?’ A decision of 
this magnitude deserves to be 
made directly by voters.” 

Engardio explained that the 
next scheduled election after 
November is in June of 2026. 

“By then. The pilot weekend 
road closure will be over,” he 
said. “That means the decision 
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estimated 10,000 to 12,000 people at the first Heart of the Richmond Night Market. Story on page 12. Photo 


by Michael Durand. 


By Linda Badger 


What is as effervescent as a 
just-popped bottle of Cham- 
pagne and as exhilarating as 
a grand slam? The answer: 
Richmond District resident 
Evan Goldstein talking about 
his two great loves — wine and 
the San Francisco Giants. 

Goldstein was born and 
raised in San Francisco. In 
1987, became the youngest 
person in the United States to 
attain the prestigious title of 
master sommelier. 

In addition to being a rec- 
ognized expert in every facet 
of the wine industry, his oth- 
er passion is being a lifelong 
Giants fan. As a kid he took 
the bus to windy Candlestick 
Park with his friends. When 
the then-AT&T ballpark first 
opened in 2000, he immediate- 
ly signed up for season tickets. 

In 2022, Goldstein hit a 
career grand slam of his own 
when he was hired by the Gi- 


Dusty Baker (left), who played one year and managed 


10 years with the San Francisco Giants, with Evan 
Goldstein, the team’s master sommelier. Courtesy 


photo. 


ants as the team’s master som- 
melier — the first such position 


for any sports team anywhere. 
Goldstein has lived in the 


Inner Richmond for nearly 30 
years. The Richmond District 
was a perfect San Francis- 
co location for him to settle 
down. It not only has quick ac- 
cess to the Wine Country, but 
also a “living, breathing wine 
culture” of its own. 

He and his fellow somme- 
liers meet at Kitchen Istan- 
bul on Clement Street for its 
surprisingly large and eclec- 
tic wine list. Other Rich- 
mond District wine bars in- 
clude High Treason (Clement 
Street); Slake (Balboa Street); 
and Tofino Wine and Dine 
(Geary Boulevard). This Sum- 
mer, Tofino will reopen on 
Balboa as “Tomorrow’s Wine” 
touting “the best selection of 
natural wine in the Bay Area,” 
and promising “regular wine 
tastings with winemakers and 
importers from around the 
world.’ Richmond restau- 
rants also contribute to the cut- 
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New Contract Approved for GG Park Garage Operation 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


The San Francisco Recre- 
ation and Park Department’s 
plan to take ownership of the 
Music Concourse _ parking 
garage in Golden Gate Park 
cleared two hurdles in June, al- 
though any changes to parking 
fees there will not happen until 
sometime after Nov. 1. 

The actual operation and 
management of the 800-space 
underground garage, howev- 
er, will go to the San Francis- 


co Municipal Transportation 
Agency (SFMTA) after its 
board of directors unanimous- 
ly approved adding $27 mil- 
lion to its existing contract 
with garage operators. 

The garage is currently 
leased to and operated by the 
nonprofit Music Concourse 
Community Partnership 
(MCCP), which serves visitors 
to the California Academy of 
Sciences, de Young Museum, 
Botanical Garden and Japa- 
nese Tea Garden. 


On June 4, the SFMTA 
Board approved amending the 
contract to compensate IMCO 
Parking, LLC, for additional 
management fees and reim- 
burse the approved operating 
expenses of the garage for a 
total contract of $207 million. 

During that meeting, Vice 
Chair Stephanie Cajina asked 
about the extra $27 million 
and where it will come from. 

“That’s quite a big price 
tag,” Cajina said. 

Rob Malone, acting direc- 


tor of Parking and Curb Man- 
agement Operations, broke it 
down with a detailed explana- 
tion. 

He said although SFMTA 
will manage the garage, Rec. 
and Park will be paying the 
additional money by reim- 
bursing the agency, which the 
department will recoup from 
the parking fees they charge. 

An administrative fee is 
paid annually by SFMTA for 
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Shot of Salvation 


Deno Gellepes 


O’Keeffe’s Bar 


It wasn’t supposed to happen this 
way. Or, rather, maybe it was. You see, 
a while back I had just finished having 
lunch and a cold beer with a friend and 
we were walking down Balboa Street 
on a cool gray Saturday afternoon, 
wondering if the sun would ever push 
through the fog. As we often do, my 
friend and I were arguing over wheth- 
er another bar or his house would be 
our next best action. 

We both had solid, well-rounded ar- 
guments as to why one option was bet- 
ter than the other: “Are you an idiot? 
How often are both of our wives out 
of town at the same time?! Let’s hit 
the bars, man!” or, “Listen man, beers 
are much cheaper in bulk, and we have 
my entire place to pace around and BS 
all day with the game on.” 

And then, just before either man 
could prevail, we stopped. It was a 
dead stop at Balboa and Fifth. 

“It’s open. It’s finally open!” I said, 
astonished, as I pointed directly across 
the street at what had always looked 
to me like an abandoned commer liquor 
store at Fifth and Balboa. But there 
she was, doors wide open and plenty 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 


of space inside to park. I looked at my 
buddy, and with Saturday afternoon 
conviction, we simultaneously wailed, 
“O’ KEEFFE’S!” 

Somehow, after three years living 
in the Richmond, and a decade more 
of living in San Francisco in general, 
I had never caught O’Keeffe’s open. 

I just assumed it was a long-vacant 
building, or in more recent years, a 
COVID casualty. However, within 
seconds of entering the empty bar, we 
met Bob the bartender of 15+ years 
who immediately made us feel at 
home. 

It was still early, and with the place 
to ourselves and beers in hand, we 
paced around and picked Bob’s brain 
about the history of the bar while The 
Who’s “Who Are You” blared from 
the jukebox, and the Giants neared a 
victory on the TV overhead. 

Bob, a multi-generational San 
Franciscan, informed us that the bar 
had been an Inner Richmond staple 
for more than 50 years and that the 
kick-ass black and white photo above 
the bar which showcased a grizzled 
man with a cigarette dangling from 
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O’Keeffe’s has been a home-away-from-home for Richmond District 
regulars for more than 50 years. Photo by Deno Gellepes. 


his mouth, was in fact Mr. O’Keeffe 
himself! Mr. O’Keeffe had the look 
of a man who’d never caught a cold 
in his life and thought those who did 
were just amateurs. I didn’t know the 
man, but I sure respected him. 

Speaking of respect, we came to find 
out Tim O’ Keeffe had sadly passed 
in the late 1990s, but his legacy lives 
on through the bar as his wife, Annie 
O’ Keeffe, now a regular, who owned 
and operated the bar until it was sold a 
few years ago to Bob Corriea (the sign 
outside the bar still reads, “O’Keeffe’s 
Annie and Tim”). 

We were fortunate enough to meet 
Annie, and I quickly got the feeling 
that she was the informal mayor of the 
Richmond District. Hugs were given, 
hands were shaken, dogs petted, water 
bowls for said dogs filled, babies 
kissed (seriously), and rounds on- 
the-house produced. Incredible. She 
earned my vote pretty quickly. 

Ironically (and prior to formally 
meeting), when Annie came into the 
bar, we recognized her as the person 
who was sitting next to us at our 
previous stop for lunch. While we ate, 
she was sipping a glass of wine at the 
bar. Little did we know then that we 
would soon be drinking with her in her 
former establishment! 

As afternoon turned to night, my 
friend headed home, but I stuck 
around to watch the wheels keep turn- 
ing. Bob acted as bartender, friend, 
neighborhood watch and docent, all 
at the same time. As regulars started 
trickling in, greeted by Annie and Bob, 
you could sense the backyard BBQ- 
like vibes within the friendly confines 
of O’Keeffe’s. The place was coming 
alive. Everyone knew each other, but 
unlike a lot of clique-y bars, everyone 
welcomed me into their circle with 
open arms. 

Through a couple of stiff gin and 
tonics, I met a retired cop, a real estate 
agent, a retired educator and some- 
body who worked with the legend 


Bill Graham, on concerts back when 
music actually mattered in this city. 
Oh, the stories she could tell! In all, I 
came to realize why so many of these 
folks kept coming back, in many cases 
daily; it wasn’t just the cheap booze 
and the fact it was close to home, but 
it was a sense of community that they 
all fostered among each other. This 
was a place people wanted to be, not a 
place they needed to be, and you could 
feel that positive energy reverberating 
from all angles of the bar. 

O’Keeffe’s isn’t an outright dive 
bar, but it’s for damned sure not a 
craft cocktail lounge. If you attempt to 
order a Mojito or, oh god, an Appleti- 
ni, you might be asked to leave faster 
than Bill Cosby at a bachelorette party. 
Make no mistake folks, this is a beer- 
and-a-shot type of place that can also 
pour stiff and simple cocktails (think 
whiskey and Coke, gin and tonic, etc.). 
They don’t have beer on tap, and they 
don’t take credit cards (cash only), 
but they do have an ATM on-site and 
allow outside food at the bar. 

They have the cheapest booze ($5-6 
beers, $6-7 shots) I’ve ever seen in 
San Francisco, well-positioned TVs 
playing sports, a jukebox playing clas- 
sic rock, cheap pool, and an extremely 
kind bartender and regular patrons. 
Simply put, next time you’re arguing 
with your friend on Balboa about what 
to do next, just go to O’Keeffe’s and 
talk it out over a beer and a shot! 

O’Keeffe’s is at 598 Fifth Ave. Learn 
more at yelp.com/biz/o-keeffes-bar- 
san-francisco. 

Deno Gellepes is a 14-year San 
Franciscan originally hailing from 
Chico, CA. He is a sales professional 
at a leading tech company and has a 
passion for music, writing and sports 
— especially as they pertain to the his- 
tory of San Francisco. He spends his 
weekdays sounding like Rick Steves 
and his weekends like Mick Jagger. He 
can be reached at denogellwriting @ 
gmail.com. 
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Summer in the Richmond 


I had such a wonderful time at our 
first Heart of the Richmond Night 
Market last month. We had more than 
40 vendors and community partners, 
and I can’t wait for our next one on 
July 20! 

We have so much to look forward 
to this summer in the Richmond, be- 
tween our night markets, a ping pong 
tournament, Autumn Moon Festival 
and film festivals. 

We are putting on the first of four 
Heart of the Richmond Film Festivals 
at the Balboa Theater, Friday, July 12 
to Sunday, July 14. These festivals 
are funded, in part, by the Golden 
Gate Park Community Benefit Fund 
to reinvest in the Richmond and bring 
family-friendly activities to the neigh- 
borhood. 

This first festival is a partnership 
with our office and the Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Office in San 
Francisco and is a celebration of 
the cinematic genius of Hong Kong 
director Stephen Chow. We will have 
a selection of seven of his most iconic 


films shown over three days. All films 
will be presented in Cantonese with 
English subtitles. We will have com- 
plimentary tickets for the community 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. You can pick up your ticket at 
local merchants and community part- 
ners, visit heartoftherichmonddistrict- 
nightmarket.com for more details. Or 
you can purchase individual tickets or 
a film fest pass at the Balboa Theater 
at balboamovies.com. 

See below for the schedule for our 
first festival. I hope to see you out at 
the movies or in the neighborhood this 
summer! 


Friday, July 12 

Opening Reception: 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Featuring traditional Chinese danc- 
ing, hors d’oeuvres and Cantonese 
calligraphy. 

“Shaolin Soccer” (2001): 8 p.m. 

The film revolves around a former 
Shaolin monk who reunites his five 
brothers, years after their master’s 
death, to apply their superhuman mar- 


pNGELIN AS 


DELI-CAFE 


ANGELINA’S DELI-CAFE 
OPEN EVERY DAY: 7:30AM-4:30PM 
6000 CALIFORNIA ST. @ 22ND AVE. ANGELINASDELICAFE.COM 


i 


SUNSET FRIDAYS 


LIVE MUSIC | FOOD & DRINK | ANIMAL CONNECTIONS _ 


July 5 Damir Stosic Band 
July 12 West Coast Cool 


July 19 Gayle Lynn & the 
Helping Hands 


July 26 Lucky Drive 
Aug 2... The Dunes 


Aug 9 __ Ricky’s Grupo 
Afro-Nativo 

Aug 16° The Puckett 
Family Project 

Aug 23 Red Licorice 

Aug 30 Jeffo & the Rhinos 


Ticket and Event Info 


Free Admission for Zoo Members 
Buy tickets online www.sfzoo.org (walk-ups available) 
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Garden 


tial arts skills to play soccer and bring 
Shaolin kung fu to the masses. 


Saturday, July 13 

“The God of Cookery” (1996): 1:30 
p.m. 

Chow is a corrupt celebrity chef 
who runs a successful business em- 
pire. Dubbed the “god of cookery,” he 
humiliates other chefs in a culinary 
competition where he appears as a 
judge, despite knowing very little 
about cooking himself. 

“AIl’s Well, Ends Well” (1992): 
4:30 p.m. 


A romantic Chinese New Year 
comedy about the three Shang broth- 
ers. Eldest brother Shang Moon is a 
philandering businessman who treats 
his hideous yet hard-working wife like 
dirt. Middle brother Shang Foon is a 
disc jockey/playboy who tries to score 
with as many girls as possible. 

“Kung Fu Hustle” (2004): 7:30 p.m. 

In Shanghai, China, in the 1940s, a 
wannabe gangster aspires to join the 
notorious “axe gang” while residents 
of a housing complex exhibit extraor- 
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Tunnel Records Serves Up Tunes and Community to the West Side 


By Klyde Java 


The idea of playing music on a vi- 
nyl record seems to be a concept of the 
past. 

Discovering an old record in your 
basement feels like you have unearthed 
an ancient artifact. But if you look at 
worldwide statistics, record sales are 
booming. In 2023 alone, more than 
40 million vinyl records were sold, 
according to the Recording Industry 
Association of America (RIAA). This 
vinyl revival can be seen in San Fran- 
cisco as well, a city boasting almost 20 
record stores scattered throughout the 
area. 

Tunnel Records is one of these suc- 
cess stories. A small vinyl boutique on 
Taraval Street near 46th Avenue, it is 
the archetypal neighborhood record 
store. Owner 46-year-old Ben Win- 
troub opened the Taraval location more 
than seven years ago. It is named for 
the tunnels that once led to the beach 
under the Great Highway. He opened 
another store last year on Clement 
Street in the annex next to the 4 Star 
Theater. Wintroub has lived in the Sun- 
set District for a decade and says he 
enjoys the casual yet loyal character of 
the neighborhood. 

“I find people who live here tend to 
put down roots,” he said. “It’s much 
less transient than other parts of the 
City, and people really take pride in the 
neighborhood.” 

Wintroub has been around music his 
entire life, being an avid vinyl collector 
and working in various record stores as 
a teenager. He is also the great nephew 
of jazz legend Orrin Keepnews, whom 
he cites as being his ““west-coast grand- 
father.” This relationship granted him 
opportunities to meet world-class mu- 


Ben Wintroub, owner of two Tunnel Records stores — one on Taraval 
Street near the beach, the other in the annex adjoining the 4 Star 
Theater on Outer Clement Street - in front of his ever-changing in- 
ventory of vinyl records. Photo by Klyde Java. 


sicians and deepen his appreciation for 
music. 

In the last decade, vinyl sales have 
dramatically increased, creating a sta- 
ble industry that allows independent 
record stores like Tunnel to thrive. But 
what is appealing about an antique 
method of listening to music? 

One can point to the tangibility of 
vinyl. The act of listening to an album 
on Spotify is an inherently different 
experience than listening to that same 
album on vinyl. Being able to view mu- 
sic as a physical object is a rebellious 
response to streaming and a way for 
listeners to establish a deeper connec- 
tion to the art form. 

Wintroub also cites the tactility of vi- 
nyl as a reason for the resurgence. 

“You can touch it (the record), you 
can feel it,’ Wintroub said. “The art- 


work is big and beautiful. You put a re- 
cord on, and you have to physically lift 
the needle and put it over, so you have 
more control over it. It’s more alive,” 

Along with the physicality of vinyl, 
there is also a sense of community 
when one ventures into a record store. 
Walking into Tunnel Records feels like 
you are visiting a friend’s house. As a 
business owner, Wintroub feels the im- 
pact a record store has on the neighbor- 
hood. 

“One of the great aspects of retail 
and going into a store is that it’s com- 
munal,’” Wintroub said. “I think for a 
few years, we lost that for a little bit, 
but people seem to be gravitating back 
toward the tangibility of goods and the 
community of meeting people in their 
space.” 

In a world where everything is in- 


creasingly digitized and many people 
seem to be isolated from each other, the 
thought of returning to physical media 
is an attractive one. In the case of vinyl, 
it has the ability to start conversations 
and create friendships. 

The bonds shared over records and 
other physical media is integral to its 
long-lasting appeal. 

“Records have been around longer 
than anything else. It’s going to hold 
steady and be a part of the listening ex- 
perience,” Wintroub said. 

Tunnel Records has two locations: 
3614A Taraval St. and 2200 Clement 
St. Learn more at TunnelRecordsSF. 
com. 
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John M. Lee 


Mid-Year Real Estate Update 


As I write this column, the 
first half of 2024 is just about 
over. Each year has its own 
challenges and this year we 
have been dealing with rising 
inflation, stubborn interest 
rates, the seemingly nev- 
er-ending battle with crime, 
homelessness, drugs in San 
Francisco, and contentious 
mayoral and presidential 
races. So, what is the status 
of our local real estate market 
now? 

I analyzed the single-family 
home markets in the Rich- 
mond and Sunset districts and 
compared them against the 
data in San Francisco because 
these two markets generally 
track very closely together. 

For the first six months of 
2024, 90 single-family homes 
sold in the Richmond, as com- 
pared to 61 in 2023,a 47.5% 
increase. The median price 
declined from $2.33 million in 
2023 to $2,087,500 in 2024, 

a decrease of 10.4%. The 
median number of days on the 
market decreased from 15 to 
13. Thus, we had a substan- 
tially higher number of sales, 
lower prices and a slightly 
shorter amount of marketing 


time in the Richmond. 

In the Sunset, 168 homes 
sold during the first six 
months of 2024 versus 150 
in 2023, an increase of 12%. 
The median price went 
from $1,517,500 in 2023 
to $1,600,000 in 2024, an 
increase of 5.4%. The median 
days on the market went from 
13 to 12 days. In the Sunset, 
we have more homes selling, 
an increase in prices and a 
slightly shorter marketing 
period. 

In San Francisco as a 
whole, the number of sin- 
gle-family home sales in- 
creased by 13.3%, the median 
price went up by 7.5% and 
the marketing time went from 
14 to 13 days. So, the trend is 
similar to the Sunset District. 

We can conclude that the 
first half of 2024 in the real 
estate market is better than 
last year; sales are more 
robust and pricing held its 
own. The Richmond prices 
are somewhat skewed because 
of the lower number of sales. 
The stock markets are at or 
near all-time highs. Interest 
rates, though high as com- 
pared with a few years ago, 


Find more online: 
RichmondSunsetNews.com 


have remained steady. It feels 
like inflation is under control 
with the Feds finally signaling 
that an interest rate cut is on 
the horizon. 

As mentioned many times 
before, real estate is a lagging 
economic indicator, meaning 
all the other indicators will 
turn positive before the real 
estate market does. It tends to 
lag by about six months to a 
year. So now with some of the 
leading economic indicators 
turning positive, we are look- 
ing at an improving real estate 
market. We normally get the 
best prices during spring, with 
prices trending somewhat 
lower through summer. This 
timing feels about right. 

The mortgage interest rate 
has remained at about 7%, but 
it feels like the buying public 
is getting accustomed to this 
rate and used to the thought 
that locking in at this rate is 
OK and they can refinance the 
loan in the future if rates were 
to drop. And since we have 
been at this rate for about two 
years, the prices have adjusted 
to reflect this new norm. 

What has helped this mar- 
ket is that people who bought 
a home or refinanced in the 
last few years at 3 to 5% are 
holding on to historically low 
mortgage rates and are reluc- 
tant to sell. If homeowners 
need to make a change, many 
choose to keep the property 
and rent it out. This leads to 
a lower listing inventory and 
buyers having to compete to 
purchase, thus keeping prices 
high. 

Buyers often wonder why 
prices are so high in San 
Francisco. They feel that with 
rising interest rates, prices 


Richmond Homes Sold in June* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq.Ft. 


Price 


746 18th Ave. 2) 


1,288 $1,500,000 


225 Stanyan St. 


1,425 1,510,000 


579 23rd Ave. 


1,360 1,630,000 


822 45th Ave. 


2,033 1,815,000 


711 46th Ave. 


1,836 2,000,000 


82 Shore View Ave. 


2,230 2,295 000 


1730 Lake St. 


2,631 2,695 000 


644 Spruce St. 


3,409 2,925 000 


670 26th Ave. 


2925 3,025 000 


672 Arguello Blvd. 


4,554 3,685 000 
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624 Euclid Ave. 


4,979 6,370,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


should go down. But real 
estate pricing is more com- 
plicated than that. Obviously, 
interest rates are a factor, but 
so are affordability, listing in- 
ventory, supply and demand, 
and various other compo- 
nents. Yes, prices are high, but 
real estate in San Francisco is 
always expensive. When my 
parents purchased a set of flats 
in the Inner Richmond in the 
°70’s, they paid $75,000 and 
thought that was really expen- 
sive. We will always feel that 
way about San Francisco real 
estate prices. 

Normally, the percentage 
of people who can purchase 
a home in San Francisco is 
about 10 to 15%. These are 
typically your high-earning 
households. If we look at the 
demographics of this group, 
it will be a better indication 
of where the market will go 
next. The stock market is at 
an all-time high, meaning 
the net worth of people who 


invested in stocks is probably 
higher. Unemployment is low, 
meaning people have jobs and 
are earning more money than 
before and can afford to buy 
at today’s prices. This trend of 
slow improvement will con- 
tinue for the rest of the year 
as President Joe Biden has a 
vested interest in keeping the 
economy strong going into the 
election, which bodes well for 
our market. 

As always, if you are think- 
ing about buying and selling, 
I would strongly recommend 
that you consult with a Real- 
tor, accountant and perhaps an 
attorney prior to making any 
major real estate decisions. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him 
at 415-465-0505 or email 
Johnlee@ isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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One Richmond Office a Hub Connecting Neighbors to Resources 


By Nicholas David 


The One Richmond office, the Clem- 
ent Street outpost of the Richmond 
Neighborhood Center (RNC), is nar- 
row and unassuming, flanked by more 
colorful storefronts like Exploring Mu- 
sic and Hamburger Haven. The con- 
fused passersby would be forgiven for 
not knowing what the storefront is for. 

“We’ve got a bit of a branding prob- 
lem,” joked Rozie Wong Gillies, One 
Richmond’s program coordinator. 
Wong Gillies will readily explain to 
the unaware neighbor that her office is 
a program of the RNC - separate but 
connected to the larger non-profit — and 
that it is not, in fact, a government of- 
fice, despite being founded as a passion 
project of former District | Supervisor 
Sandra Lee Fewer. 

Instead, One Richmond is a versa- 
tile and ambitious community-building 
project, maintained almost entirely by 
a team of one (“I’m the program coor- 
dinator, and I’m pretty much it,” Wong 
Gillies said) dedicated to connecting 
people in the Richmond to the multi- 
tude of resources available to them. 
And, for what it’s worth, they’re pretty 
good at it. 

The One Richmond Community 
Market offers free food to neighbor- 
hood residents experiencing food inse- 
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One Richmond 


Rozie Wong Gillies, program co- 
ordinator at the One Richmond 
office with John, a frequent vol- 
unteer. Photo by Nicholas David. 


curity. Every Wednesday, Wong Gillies 
and a team of volunteers set up their 
alternative food pantry model, which 
provides fresh food to about 70 neigh- 
bors. Made possible by funding from 
the San Francisco Human Services 
Agency, the community market is not 
only designed to resemble the expe- 
rience of shopping at a local grocery 
store, but stocks the same fresh, nour- 
ishing and locally appropriate foods as 


Wine and Giants 


Continued from page 1 


ting-edge wine culture; the Laundro- 
mat on Balboa, for example, features 
new “all natural’ wines, and Cantina 
Los Mayas, also on Balboa, features 
the first all-Mexican wine list in the 
United States. 

The Giants also have a deeply rooted 
wine culture, which they are seeking 
to expand with Goldstein’s help. The 
Giants first served wine at Candlestick 
Park in 1977. Today, Oracle Park has 
more than seven wine bars offering ev- 
erything from pinot noir to Prosecco. 

Many baseball fans in the Bay Area 
are already wine enthusiasts. Neverthe- 
less, when they come to the ballpark, 
they seem to get “amnesia,” Goldstein 
said, and only think about “hot dogs 
and beer.” He wants these fans to “give 
themselves permission to have a glass 
of wine during the game” and hopes to 
introduce other fans to the wine expe- 
rience. 

As the master sommelier for the Gi- 
ants, Goldstein assists with the wines 
featured in the ballpark, facilitates 
wine pairings with its culinary offer- 
ings, collaborates with Giants’ players 
interested in wine or the wine industry, 
and organizes wine-related activities 
for fans. Given the Bay Area’s proxim- 
ity to the wine country, many players 
or former players have become vint- 
ners. Ex-Giant great Dusty Baker, for 
example, founded Baker Family Wines 
in 2012, and is said to have an excellent 
2022 sauvignon blanc. Rich Aurilia, a 
former shortstop for the Giants, has his 
own “Red Stitch” wine label (referring 
to the red stitches on a baseball). 

Goldstein sees “incredible parallels” 
between wine and baseball. Both wine 
and baseball “need to reach out to new 
audiences to grow,” he said. Goldstein 
is reaching out to grow a greater au- 
dience for wine “through the lens of 
baseball.” 

In mid-June, during fan appreciation 
week, Goldstein and the Giants hosted 
a wine and food pairing event for more 
than 200 season ticket holders. Sonoma 
County vintners poured a wide variety 
of wines, and each fan was asked to 
vote for which wine paired best with 
a hot dog, Tony’s Pizza and the Cra- 
zy Crab Sandwich. Goldstein was im- 
pressed with the results. 


“They did very well,” he said. The 
fans paired hot dogs with a Zinfandel, 
pizza with a pinot noir and a sauvignon 
blanc with the crab sandwich, “pop- 
ping the sweetness of the crab.” 

According to Goldstein, more 
wine-related experiences and explo- 
rations are coming to Oracle Park this 
season. Plans are in the works to intro- 
duce “natural” wine, which appeals to 
a younger audience. He also hopes to 
promote more portable and affordable 
canned wines at the ballpark to make 
wine a hit all the way out to the bleach- 
ers. 

Goldstein’s mother is the famed Bay 
Area chef and author, Joyce Goldstein, 
so he knows fine food as well as wine. 
Nevertheless, he considers himself a 
“huge hot dog head,” and unapologet- 
ically offers tips on wine pairings with 
everything from popcorn and Cracker- 
jacks to Oracle Park’s more sophisti- 
cated cuisine. 

“Crispy crunchy foods love bub- 
bles,” he said, suggesting a glass of 
sparkling wine with your Gilroy garlic 
fries, chicken tenders or fish and chips. 
“Slightly sweet foods need slightly 
sweet wines,” so if you put sweet relish 
on your hot dog, are eating Cracker- 
jacks, kettle corn or even a Caribbean 
BBQ Cha Cha Bowl, “opt for an off- 
dry white — Prosecco, Riesling or even 
a Moscato.” He suggests Chardon- 
nay with seafood, such as the popular 
Crazy Crab Sandwich or Crazy Crab 
Fries. For his beloved all-beef hot dog 
with mustard, onions and sauerkraut, 
Goldstein chooses a “bright, youthful 
Zinfandel,” which he considers the 
“all-American match.” 

Before the game, fans can visit the 
Oracle Park Food and Beverage Di- 
rectory (mlb.com/giants/ballpark/ 
food/concessions-directory) and lo- 
cate where each variety of “house or 
specialty wine” can be found, and can 
also check out the “traditional ballpark 
fare” or “culinary specialties” they 
might wish to pair with their wines. 

Food and wine are an integral part 
of the Bay Area experience and cul- 
ture. To enjoy some wine and food in 
a San Francisco location with a beau- 
tiful view of the Bay and outdoor seat- 
ing, think about taking yourself out to 
the “old ballgame.” With Goldstein’s 
plans for wine and food events and of- 
ferings at Oracle Park, you might find 
that it is a whole new ballgame. 


markets in the area. 

Rather than herding people through 
a line, the community market opens 
its doors to participants throughout 
the afternoon, giving them the space 
and time to make decisions about the 
food they take home. Offering cultur- 
ally appropriate ingredients for its par- 
ticipants is one of Wong Gillies’s top 
priorities. She noted that most of the 
participants in the community market 
are monolingual Chinese speakers, but 
also that the program is a demograph- 
ic representation of the diversity of the 
Richmond District. 

From this diversity of backgrounds 
and in the cultural context of Clement 
Street, Wong Gillies has crafted a re- 
source that does not assert itself as cen- 
tral to the community, but rather places 
community at its center. Ingredients 
might vary week to week based on in- 
put from program participants and are 
sourced whenever possible from local 
merchants. For Wong Gillies, spend- 
ing money from SF Human Services at 
local Richmond markets makes sense; 
it is aligned with One Richmond’s phi- 
losophy of supporting and uplifting 
small businesses. 

Finding ways to stimulate the local 
economy has been a goal at the cen- 
ter of much of One Richmond’s work. 
It often holds events, such as the Lu- 
nar New Year street festival, which 
brought together dozens of political 
and nonprofit organizations, food ven- 
dors, and artists in celebration of the 
Chinese Holiday. Its “Shop Eat Local 
First” (SELF) initiative seeks to en- 
courage patronage at local businesses 
by presenting a platform for merchants 
to offer discounts to Richmond neigh- 
borhood residents. SELF is perhaps the 
widest-reaching and most accessible 
program offered by One Richmond, 
available to any and all residents of the 
Richmond District. Local businesses 
can opt in to the program by accepting 
SELF cards (distributed by One Rich- 


mond) as coupons for certain discounts 
or deals. Here, merchants have full dis- 
cretion over the kind of deal they offer. 
The program presents mutual econom- 
ic benefits for residents and merchants, 
directing the flow of commerce inward 
to the Richmond and allowing resi- 
dents to save money amid the rising 
costs of living. 

Wong Gillies frames the SELF pro- 
gram beyond dollars and cents, though, 
emphasizing the potential of experi- 
encing the City in new ways. 

“We’re just letting people know that, 
hey, there are these great restaurants 
out here, you don’t have to go to the 
same one you always go to,” she said. 

Wong Gillies also made clear the pro- 
gram’s goal to support women-owned 
and immigrant-owned _ businesses. 
The SELF program makes possible a 
unique expansion of the overall resi- 
dential network, offering a new way for 
merchants and residents to participate 
in the rich and vibrant life of the neigh- 
borhood together. 

Although One Richmond offers 
generalized services aimed at certain 
groups in the community, one of the 
program’s greatest strengths is its ver- 
satility in connecting residents to the 
specific resources they need. Here, the 
value of talking to people about their 
needs — not in shame, but in care — be- 
comes apparent as an effective way of 
building community. From respite care 
to home food delivery, Wong Gillies 
is a walking directory for all of the 
programs offered by the often-confus- 
ing web of government agencies and 
non-profit organizations. 

“We’re not just for youth, we’re not 
just for seniors,” she told me. “We’ve 
got something for everybody.” 

Interested community market vol- 
unteers are encouraged to navigate to 
the program’s website (onerichmondsf. 
com), or to the Richmond Neighbor- 


Continued on page 8 


MIKE 


RICHMOND DISTRICT REAI 


STACK 


ESTATE SPECIALIST 


Single Family Homes | Condominiums | Apartment Buildings 


415.560.9095 


mikestack@vanguardsf.com 


DRE #01932280 


V 


VANGUARD 
PROPERTIES 


DRE#01486075 


8 - The Richmond Review 


July 2024 


Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 


Follow the Money 


“The men the American people ad- 
mire most extravagantly are the most 
daring liars; the men they detest most 
violently are those who try to tell them 
the truth.” Thus, spoke H. L. Menck- 
en, a voice from the past. 

I don’t know at present whether we 
can apply that axiom to any of the five 
major candidates for mayor, but we’ ve 
got irritating practitioners of guile and 
political pap at City Hall, and I don’t 
mean Assessor Joaquin Torres, District 
Attorney Brooke Jenkins — who is a 
breath of fresh prosecutorial air of the 
criminal courthouse, 850 Bryant St. 

— Director John Arntz of the Election 
Department, Board of Supervisor’s 
Clerk Angela Cavallo, Controller 
Greg Wagner and Budget Analyst 
Fred Broussard, a worthy successor to 
Harvey M. Rose who has retired but 
still attends every Board of Supervi- 


sors meeting. 

The annual budget proposed June | 
by SF Mayor London Breed is approx- 
imately $15 billion, and the predicted 
2024-2025 deficit is $235.9 million. 
To save San Francisco, Supervisor 
Connie Chan, Board of Supervisors 
Budget Committee chairwoman, pro- 
posed, with fanfare from the SF Com- 
ical, 10% cuts to all elected officials’ 
salaries and salaries of department 
heads, chief adult probation officer, 
assessor and others. Board of Super- 
visors members would be reduced 
$16,000 each from their munificent 
$170,000 yearly gift by taxpayers 
for representing about 80,000 res- 
idents per district. Chan proposed 
no decrease in their four aides’ pay, 
which is $140,000-$150,000 annually, 
depending on length of service. Ever 
try to get your district supervisor on 


Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 
Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 
415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 
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Cals Pet Supply 


Mon-Sat: 11:00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 11:00am - 5:00pm 
Note: We will be CLOSED Thursday, 

July 4th in observance of the holiday. 


Bring in this ad for $5 off your purchase of $25 or more! 
Limit one per customer « Cannot be applied to Orijen or Acana + Expires July 31, 2024 


5950 California Street @ 22nd Avenue « 415-386-1720 
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Group Lessons 


@® YAMAHA 


A Yamaha Music 
Education Center 


Private Lessons 


Learn to Love Music 


For children ages 
3 — 8, based on the 
renowned Yamaha 
Music Education 
System 


Piano | Violin | Drums 
Guitar | Vocals | Flute 
Trumpet | Saxophone 
Guzheng | Erhu 
Clarinet | Ukulele. 


All Ages. 


r sltdldidlac 


ea \ 
hmm 


the telephone or meet with him or her? 
Forget it. You might be able to talk to 
an office intern, but these “big” men 
and women are too busy for taxpayers. 

Chan, representing the Richmond 
District, is a genuine left-winger, 
opposed for re-election on Nov. 5 by 
Marjan Philhour, who has been to the 
post twice unsuccessfully. The third 
time may be a charm for Ms. Philhour. 

By comparison, in 1971 when I 
was elected at-large to the Board of 
Supervisors, the salary was $9,324 
annually. San Francisco’s population 
was about 742,000 residents. The 
salary could only be increased with 
voter approval of a ballot measure to 
do so. It had been $9,324 since 1962. 
In 1975, I was elected president of the 
Board of Supervisors because I was 
the highest vote-getter, and the custom 
and practice was to elect as president 
the highest vote-getter. I instantly 
asked Budget Analyst Harvey Rose 
to furnish me the Consumer Price 
Index percentage increase in San 
Francisco since 1962. My colleagues 
and I presented the increased amount 
to voters for approval. Voters granted 
the increase. We supervisors each had 
one aide. In 1973 we were granted 
one secretary also. We represented the 
entire 49-square-miles of the City and 
County. 

Now, thanks to a 1994 ballot 
measure by then-Supervisor Barbara 
Kaufman, dubbed by her “The New 
Charter,” the Civil Service Commis- 
sion establishes supervisorial salaries 
based upon other counties, which 
don’t have a mayor or city adminis- 
trator and perform all those county 
governmental responsibilities them- 
selves. Incidentally, ’ve endorsed Ms. 
Philhour for supervisor in the Rich- 
mond District. Her campaign head- 
quarters is at 5019 Geary Blvd. where 
mine was in 1971. 

A glaring aspect of stylistic San 
Francisco government is the number 
of boards and commissions existing, 
advisory and otherwise: 123 at last 
count. Such idyllic bodies include Free 
City College (which has an elected 
governing board) Oversight Commit- 
tee, Immigrant Rights Commission, 
Committee of City Workforce Align- 
ment, Food Security Task Force, and 
Housing Conservatorship Working 
Group and Reentry Council (whatev- 
er that means!). An initiative which, 
among other matters, would abolish 
almost half these commissions, may 
qualify for the Nov. 5 election. I hope 
sO. 


One Richmond 
Continued from page 7 
hood Center (richmondsf.org) for a 


more extensive list of volunteer oppor- 
tunities. Richmond neighbors can pick 


: PREMIUM QUALITY MEDITERRANEAN, MIDDLE 
EASTERN AND EUROPEAN PRODUCTS 


* LOCAL ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS, GRAINS, 


NUTS AND MORE 


304 CLEMENT ST, SAN FRANCISCO. = ) 


* FRESH BAKLAVA AND DESSERTS 


Supervisor Myrna Melgar, who 
publicly declared she wanted all mo- 
tor vehicles prohibited on West Portal 
Avenue after a collision which killed 
four people near Ulloa and Lenox 
on March 16, and the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Agency 
(SFMTA), which never has seen a 
boondoggle it didn’t like (see the $2 
billion Central Subway project) want 
to limit vehicle access to West Portal 
merchants and who, with residents, 
objected vigorously to a proposal 
limiting motor vehicle access. That 
plan was abandoned on April 26, and 
a West Portal Welcome Committee 
was formed to create a “plan.” Five 
meetings have occurred. The next 
one is July 16 at 1 p.m. in Room 400, 
City Hall. Plans proposed by genuine 
West Portal residents and merchants 
for safety, including intersections at 
Ulloa/Wawona and Vicente/Wawona 
weren’t considered. The West Portal 
Merchants Association at 215 W. Por- 
tal Ave. urges attendance on July 16. I 
intend to do so. 

Speaking of our City and County 
budget, I reported last month the SF 
Bicycle Coalition’s dipping its ava- 
ricious paws into such budget for $5 
million from May 31, 2023 until May 
31, 2025. It is supposedly for SFM- 
TA’s Safe Routes to School, whatever 
that means. The coalition wants to put 
a measure on the November ballot 
again to prohibit motor vehicles on 
the Great Highway, which motorists 
paid for, not bicyclists. (California 
still taxes motorists 51 cents per 
gallon of gasoline and the Feds grab 
1.84 cents per gallon. Our forebearers 
and we paid for the Great Highway; 
bicyclists paid zero! 

Police officer and Police Union 
President Tracy McCray observed in 
her column in the SF Police Officers 
Association publication Dashiell 
Hammett’s reminder in “The Maltese 
Falcon”: “Most things in San Francis- 
co can be bought or taken.” A patient 
in the hospital was recovering from 
surgery and a nurse asked him how he 
was feeling. “I’m OK, but I didn’t like 
the four-letter word the doctor used 
during surgery,” he replied. “What did 
he say?” the nurse asked. “Oops!” 

Happy Independence Day! 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 


up a SELF card at the One Richmond 
office at 802 Clement St. Office hours 
are Tuesday through Friday, noon-5 
p.m. The office will be closed most of 
July, except for the market which will 
be open Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m. Check 
the website for updates. 
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Assembly 


Assemblymember Phil Ting 


New Laws to Make Streets Safer 


The month of July ushers in two 
new state laws that I authored — both 
of which have the goal of making our 
streets safer. 

First, AB-1587 helps prevent gun 
violence by bringing in financial 
institutions as partners to flag sus- 
picious activity. This legislation has 
two phases of implementation: A new 
merchant category code (MCC) must 
be ready now to assign to firearms and 
ammunitions retailers, allowing them 
to alert authorities when unusually 
large purchases are made. Then by 
May 2025, businesses must start using 
the code. 

Used all around the world, MCCs 
are four-digit codes. Each one is as- 
signed to particular types of products 
or services. In 2022, the International 
Organization for Standardization 
(ISO) established one for the gun 
industry, bringing them in line with 
virtually all other retailers. Most 
everyday charges on our credit cards 
have an MCC tied to them. That is 


how our banks and credit unions are 
able to give points to their customers 
for certain purchases. Prior to having 
a code, firearms and ammunitions 
purchases were coded as “sporting 
goods” or “other.” 

Credit card issuers are already 
trained to submit Suspicious Activity 
Reports to the federal government 
when they suspect activities are reflec- 
tive of crimes, such as human traffick- 
ing, terrorism and fraud. The inclusion 
of gun and ammunition purchases 
could be impactful because between 
2007 and 2018, credit cards were used 
to finance at least eight major mass 
shootings. Gun safety advocates say 
law enforcement might have pre- 
vented these shootings had financial 
institutions alerted authorities. 

That is powerful. We must use every 
tool possible to end our gun violence 
epidemic. Financial institutions can 
now be a part of our efforts since they 
are in a unique position to flag buying 
patterns that no one else can. 
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ICECREAM & BURGERS 


A Richmond District 
Favorite Since 1959! 


Joe’s Ice Cream 
5420 Geary Blvd. 
415-751-1950 


Connect with us online: 
Joesicecream.com 
instagram.com/joesicecreamst 
facebook.com/joesicecreamsf 


Voted “Best Ice Cream” in the 2022/23 “Best of the Richmond District” 
survey by the readers of the Richmond Review newspaper. 


The other bill taking effect is AB- 
449, requiring all law enforcement 
agencies to institute a hate crimes poli- 
cy and follow specific guidelines when 
responding to such incidents. It is hard 
to believe there are some entities in 
our state that have zero hate crimes re- 
ported. That’s because they treat those 
cases like any other. In 2018, the state 
auditor found that California’s hate 
crimes are under-reported by 14%, 
due, in part, to outdated or non-exis- 
tent policies — all of which contribute 
to an incomplete picture of hate in our 
state. 

We can’t really solve a problem 
unless we have more complete data, 
and my hope is the numbers will guide 
us on what other laws or resources 
we need to prevent hate crimes. Look 
at what happened when Asian hate 
surged as COVID-19 spread. Frustra- 
tions over shutdowns and restrictions 
were violently taken out on mem- 
bers of the AAPI community, whose 
members were wrongly blamed for the 
pandemic. As the state implemented 
preventative measures, services for 
victims and education programs, Asian 
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hate decreased steadily. 

But we are not out of the woods 
yet. Overall, hate crimes against other 
groups based on race, religion and 
sexual orientation in California have 
been rising. When we standardize the 
way law enforcement handles, classi- 
fies and reports hate crimes, the better 
the information we have. From there, 
we tailor solutions to stop these acts 
of biases. 

As the legislative year winds down, 
I have several more proposals working 
their way through Sacramento this 
year that may become law, including 
a more equitable college admissions 
process, increased public safety when 
autonomous vehicles are on the road, 
and a prohibition of tolls for pedestri- 
ans and bicyclists crossing bridges. I 
will update you this fall once the state 
Senate and governor take action. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


OutsideLands.org 


Western Neighborhoods Project 


Abigai [G (lynn 
Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 


I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 


for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 


more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 


Find an archive of Richmond Review 
columns and stories online: RichmondSunsetNews.com 
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Great Highway 
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over the Great Highway will be in the 
hands of the Board of Supervisors and 
the mayor in 2025. If voters want to 
directly determine what happens to the 
Great Highway, they need to do it this 
November.” 

Other groups supporting the idea in- 
clude the San Francisco Bicycle Coa- 
lition. 

“It’s very clear to all of us that the 
measure aligns with our goal of achiev- 
ing a citywide network of car-free and 
people-prioritized corridors,” said 
Roan Kattouw, president of the San 
Francisco Bicycle Coalition Board. 
“The City’s oceanfront should be ac- 
cessible to people to enjoy, not hand- 
ed over to private vehicles, especially 
when it costs the city millions each 
year to keep it free of sand.” 

Another group supporting the park 
concept is Kids Safe SF. 

“We're thrilled to support this mea- 
sure alongside Friends of Great High- 
way Park and applaud the supervisors 
for their leadership and vision for the 
future of San Francisco’s public spac- 
es,” the organization states on its web- 
site. “San Francisco kids and families 
deserve easy access to safe open spac- 
es for recreation across the City, from 
Ocean Beach to downtown.” 

But not everyone is on board with 
the proposal, like District 1 Supervi- 
sor Connie Chan who represents the 
Richmond and opposes it in its current 
form. 

Instead, she supports an alternative 
plan that, so far, is not going before the 
voters in November. This plan would 
keep the eastern stretch of the highway, 
turning it instead into a two-lane road- 
way, while allowing for the western 
stretch to become parkland. 

“The Great Highway serves as a vi- 
tal north-south connector for the west 
side, providing access to and from the 
Richmond District for residents and 


GG Park Garage 
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the staff time it spends overseeing Rec. 
and Park garages, of which there are — 
with this one added — five, and an addi- 
tional facility that is half owned by the 
SFMTA and half by Rec. and Park. 

Cajina then asked if they have 
enough staffing to take this on. Malone 
said yes. 

“We currently manage 21 full-ser- 
vice, off-street parking facilities. This 
is adding one additional one; no signif- 
icant impact to staff made,” he said. 

“And when do we envision that the 


a of 


a 


A ballot measure will be presented to the voters in San Francisco to 


decide whether the Upper Great Highway will remain a street for ve- 
hicles or be closed to traffic and turned into a park. Photo by Thomas 


K. Pendergast. 


visitors alike,’ Chan said. “Based on 
the Ocean Beach Master Plan of 2012 
and a SF County Transportation Au- 
thority Great Highway study released 
in 2021, there is a way we can provide 
both open space and maintain road ac- 
cess. And I supported such a concept 
then and I still do now.” 

And locals in both the Sunset and 
Richmond districts are also organiz- 
ing on social media like NextDoor and 
Facebook to fight the closure of the up- 
per Great Highway. 

“The people who need that high- 
way are the working people who com- 
mute,” said Alyse Ceirante, who lives 
in the Outer Sunset about three blocks 
from the ocean. “All these working 
people are being asked to do this but 
they’re not going to be able to use the 
park during the week because they’re 
at work. 

“So, it’s a very elitist group of people 
who can do this,” Ceirante said. “And 
so, we’re closing the park for these peo- 
ple, most of them have money, most of 
them have extremely expensive bikes, 
they have their spandex and they’re re- 
ally the driving force behind this.” 

The San Francisco Municipal Trans- 


public would start seeing some chang- 
es in parking fees?” Cajina inquired. 

Malone responded that multiple 
parts involved in the fee changes re- 
quire final action by the SF Board of 
Supervisors. 

“There’s a schedule of those that, 
at the moment, tentatively plan to go 
through the last quarter of this year,” 
he explained. “Anything that long, of 
course, there’s a certain uncertainty 
in some of those timings, but at some 
point, at the appropriate time, one of 
those several visits that are going to be 
required to the Board of Supervisors. 
This contract item that we are asking 
for this board’s approval on today does 
need subsequent approval by the Board 


Connie Chan 


Continued from page 4 
dinary powers in defending their turf. 


Sunday July 14 

“The Chinese Odyssey, Part 1: Pan- 
dora’s Box” (1995): 1:30 p.m. 

Forced to reincarnate as a goofy 
gangster as punishment, the once-pow- 
erful Monkey King unwittingly 
embarks on an adventure to rediscover 
his destiny. 

“The Chinese Odyssey Part 2: Cin- 
derella” (1995): 4:30 p.m. 


The convoluted continuation of 
the adventures of the time traveling, 
now-human Monkey King, who at- 
tempts to fulfill his divine destiny. 

“Flirting Scholar” (1993): 7:30 p.m. 

A scholar in search of true love. 
Disguising himself as a houseboy, he 
indentures himself to a rich family in 
order to pursue the ravishing servant 
girl who has stolen his heart. 

Connie Chan represents District 
1 on the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. She can be reached at 
415-554-7410 or chanstaff@ sfgov.org. 
Find an archive of her columns online 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


portation Agency (SFMTA) plans to 
divert cars to Sunset Boulevard and 
smooth the traffic flow along both Lin- 
coln Way and Sloat Boulevard by re- 
placing stop signs with traffic signals. 

Patricia Arack is 81 years old and has 
lived in the Outer Sunset for 40 years. 
Although she no longer drives, she’s 
skeptical that either Sunset Boulevard 
or 19th Avenue are adequate to handle 
the extra traffic. 

“It’s going to be a disaster for people 
who live out here in the Sunset because 
the traffic is going to be horrendous,” 
Arack said. “19th Avenue and Sun- 
set Boulevard are already overloaded 
with cars. The traffic is not going to go 
away. It’s just going to be more hor- 
rendous in the avenues because people 
will continue to drive down the Lower 
Great Highway.” 

Supporters of the ballot measure 
claim that closing the highway removes 
pollution from non-exhaust sources 
like brakes and tires that contributes to 
ocean pollution. 

But Arack believes it will not cut 
down on air pollution. 

“The pollution is unbelievable on the 
Lower Great Highway, when the high- 


of Supervisors as well. 

“I would estimate right now, give 
or take, Nov. | is probably the earliest 
when the MTA contract would be the 
one that would be in force. However, 
the current operator now at the facility 
is Imperial Parking.” 

He further explained that the entity 
that they are asking to add this contract 
to is a joint venture called IMCO Park- 
ing LLC and the senior member of that 
joint venture is Imperial Parking. 

The extra $27 million will compen- 
sate IMCO’s additional management 
fees of $1,600 per month and reim- 
burse IMCO for pre-approved garage 
operating costs of $300,000 per month. 

In 1998 the voters passed Proposi- 
tion J, which set aside land for the ga- 
rage and placed it under the jurisdiction 
of the Golden Gate Park Concourse 
Authority (GGPCA), a nonprofit cor- 
poration controlled by the City. 

In 2003, the GGPCA and the depart- 
ment leased the land to the MCCP and 
tasked them with constructing and op- 
erating the garage. The MCCP raised 
$36 million from private donors and 
took out loans to cover the remainder of 
the $55 million needed to construct the 
garage, which was completed in 2005. 
The MCCP is required to repay the 
construction debt on a certain schedule, 
and when that debt is fully repaid, the 
lease will terminate and the garage will 
be transferred to the department. 

In November 2022, voters approved 
Proposition N, which authorized the 
City to use public funds to acquire and 
operate the garage. 

“So, it would really be a change 
that won’t be overly noticeable on the 
ground to the customers,” Malone said. 
“Tt’s the same company at the back end. 


way’s closed and we get that commute 
traffic on Friday afternoon. I can’t open 
windows because the pollution’s so 
bad from the automobile exhaust,” she 
said. “They always say ‘this is going 
to be good for the environment’. No 
it’s not. The cars are still going to be 
spewing out pollution but now they’re 
going to be doing it in front of people’s 
houses and into their lungs.” 

Camila Kolseth lives in the Sutro 
Heights neighborhood of the Outer 
Richmond District. Both she and her 
husband frequently commute down to 
the peninsula. 

“The Great Highway is really a main 
artery for those of us who live in the 
neighborhoods,” Kolseth said. 

While putting it to a citywide vote 
might seem fair, she thinks it’s not for 
the people who have to live with the 
results. 

“It’s a local issue. It’s not a citywide 
issue. People in other parts of the City 
don’t understand the dynamics of the 
neighborhood and will think it’s just 
great,” she said. 

“T think we have plenty of parks in 
this area already. We have Sutro Park, 
Land’s End trail, Golden Gate Park and 
the entire beach.” 

Peggy Barry has lived in the Outer 
Richmond for 40 years. She’s in her 
70s now and does not drive anymore. 

“The more you guys cut off access, 
the less I see friends and people that 
want to visit. It feels very isolating. We 
need more access, not less,” Barry said. 

“You’re putting it to a vote for all the 
people that are not on the west side as 
well and that is a majority of the peo- 
ple. The other side has more people,” 
she said. 

“We are not the bike coalition. We 
don’t have a lot of money. We are not 
organized, just a bunch of neighbors 
calling each other on NextDoor. We’re 
so outnumbered in terms of money and 
people. And I think that’s unfair,’ Bar- 
ry said. 


It’s the same staff, will still continue to 
be working there; those who are regu- 
lars and know the staff, it will be the 
same faces. It would just be the con- 
tract behind it, their work will change 
to an MTA-held contract. 

“And then at that point ... MTA will 
have a more direct role in policy con- 
sideration, including rates, hours, etc.,” 
he elaborated. “And we of course will 
work very closely with our wonderful 
colleagues at Rec. and Park, as well as 
with representatives of the museums 
and other user groups that use the park 
regularly.” 

The current parking rates have been 
contentious because some consider 
them too pricey and discouraging for 
visitors. 

On June 20, the SF Recreation and 
Park Commission unanimously adopt- 
ed an ordinance transferring the garage 
to the department’s jurisdiction. 

According to department documents, 
the current annual debt service on a 
loan by First Republic is approximate- 
ly $2.1 million and the new financing 
will be structured at or below that debt 
service. 

“This transfer will secure efficient 
and professional management of the 
Music Concourse Garage and allow us 
to implement policies to expand access 
for all,” the department’s General Man- 
ager Phil Ginsburg said. 

“The SFMTA looks forward to work- 
ing collaboratively with the Recreation 
and Park Department, the museums 
and all other groups who regularly use 
Golden Gate Park to develop a suite of 
on-street and off-street parking policies 
and programs that promote efficient 
and equitable access for all,’ SFMTA’s 
Acting Streets Director Ted Graff said. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BAZAAR CAFE EVENTS 
Free events at Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California St. All events at 7 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
Literature: Bazaar Writers Salon, normally on first Sundays, 6-8:30 p.m., is taking a summer 
break. When Peter comes back this fall, Writer Salon #100 will fall in the season, since he’s 
been doing them since 2012. That's a very special accomplishment and he's brought some 
very celebrated authors to read their works. Learn more at peterklinepoetry.com/bazaar-writ- 
ers. 
Music: Saturdays: July 6, Little Foot; July 13, Dave Easly, virtuosic pedal steel player from Or- 
lando; July 27, Sweet Ruckus with Shawn Byron, folk songs and sweet harmonies. 
Literature: July 18, 4:30 p.m., Summer Read-In party with Friends and Neighbors (friendsand- 
neighborssf.com/) and Green Apple Books. 
Comedy: Danny Dechi Comedy Showcase, third Fridays 
Go to bazaarcafe.com for details and any changes. 


CLEMENT STREET ART WALK 
Clement Street Art Walk is a monthly community evening event bringing local art to 
the small businesses on Clement Street. Listen to live music, mingle with your neighbors and 
enjoy local artists featured at your favorite small businesses while you shop local. Every third 
Thursday of the month, 5-8 p.m. on Clement Street from Arguello Boulevard to Park Presidio 
Boulevard (and beyond)! Learn more at clementstreetsf.com. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should 
not be considered our editorial stances on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a bal- 
ance of viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to 
the editor to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the 
website, 500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities in the Richmond District. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smart- 
phone, tablet or laptop. Drop-in for one-on-one session in English and Russian, Friday, July 5, 
1:30-3 p.m. at the Richmond Branch Library (351 Ninth Ave.). For more information, call 415- 
474-1558 or email techsquad@felton.org. 


FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Richmond Neighborhood Center is seeking dedicated volunteers to help at our 
food pantries this summer. Assist us in providing essential support to families in need. Sign up 
today at richmondsf.org/get-involved/volunteer. 


FREE EVENTS AT THE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, RICHMOND BRANCH 
351 NINTH AVE., 415-355-5600 

CHILDREN/FAMILY PROGRAMS: 
"Storytime: For Babies" Playtime follows directly after the storytime. Limited to 46 participants, 
tickets required. Mondays 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Storytime: For Toddlers.” Playtime follows directly after storytime, 10th Avenue Park. Some 
blankets and chairs provided. In case of extreme weather, storytime will be held inside. Tues- 
days and Wednesdays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
“Activity: Lego Free Play." Build skyscrapers, forts, castles or whatever your imagination desires 
with LEGO. For ages 5 and older. July 7, 3:30-5 p.m. 
“Presentation: Fur, Scales and Tails Animal Show with Tracy Hill.” Learn about wildlife, see some 
critters close-up and pet some of your favorite animal stars with Tracy Hill's animal show. For 
children and their families. Tuesday, July 16, 1-2 p.m. 
"Presentation: The Ohlone Sisters.” Learn past and present Ohlone knowledge from The 
Ohlone Sisters, Carla Marie and Desiree Munoz. The Ohlone Sisters are tribal members of the 
Costanoan Rumsen Carmel tribe and will share songs, storytelling, regalia, language and spe- 
cial relationships from Ohlone culture. Saturday, July 13, 11 a.m-noon. 
“Activity: Marble Machine." Design a contraption to roll marbles, built with everyday materials 
and your imagination. For ages 6-10. Thursday, July 18, 1-3 p.m. 
"Workshop: Shadow and Silhouette Art.” Explore the fun, beauty and science of art made with 
light, silhouette and shadow. For ages 6-12. Space limited. Reservations required: (415) 355- 
5600. Thursday, July 30, 2:30-4 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FOR TWEENS/TEENS: 
“Activity: Clay Monsters with GoGo Craft.” Create your own unique clay monster creation. Learn 
color mixing and easy hand-building techniques for air-dry clay. For ages 8-18. Space limited. 
Reservations required: 415-355-5610. Thursday, July 11, 1- 2:30 p.m. 
"YELL Presents.” Find inspiration through craft programs featuring talented artists, makers and 
even your local librarians. For craft programs, all materials are provided, unless noted. Satur- 
day, July 27, 3-5 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FORALL AGES: 
“Activity: Sunprint Art." Create your own art using items from nature such as plants, leaves and 
flowers. You will need only sun, water and a little bit of imagination. Space is limited. Reserva- 
tion required: 415-355-5648. Saturday, July 6, 3-5 p.m. 
"Refuse Refuse: Neighborhood cleanup and Storytime.” Led by community member Vince 
Yuen, meet atthe 10th Avenue door of the Richmond Library to help with neighborhood clean- 
up. Every second Tuesday of the month. July 11, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
"Presentation: San Francisco Opera Behind the Scenes - Carmen.” Take a deep dive into the 
San Francisco Opera's upcoming performances and themes with Cole Thomason-Redus, the 
Opera's Content Curator for the Department of Diversity, Equity and Community. Richmond 
Branch will host three Sunday Summer sessions in this series: American Opera on June 30, 
Bizet's Carmen on July 28 and A Sneak Peek at the 2024 Fall Season on Aug. 25. Adults, teens 
and children are welcome to attend these multimedia, insider's view presentations. Sunday, 
July 28, 2-3 p.m. 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 
"Breath meditation and Gentle Yoga with Don Narin.” Guided meditation for calming and joint 
stress release with gentle form of yoga that anyone can do. No movement beyond what is 
comfortable for you. Very relaxing and calming. Every Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon. 
"Tutorial: Tech Savy at 60+" Learn basics of tablets and iPhones. It is a seven-class series. Please 
bring your own devices: Apple/Android. The class is taught in Cantonese. Space is limited, 
please reserve: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the Elderly. 
Wednesday, July 7, 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Drop-In Tech Support for Older Adults with the Felton Institute Tech Squad." Get one- 
on-one help with your phone or tablet, searching the internet, setting up an email account and 
other basic computer tasks. Cantonese-speaking Tech Squad members are available to assist, 
Friday, July 5, 1:30-3 p.m. 
"Read Together, Silent Book Club.” Bring any book (fiction or nonfiction) for a period of silent 


reading followed by a discussion when you share what you are reading with others. The club 
meets every other Wednesday, July 10 and 24, 3-5 p.m. 

"Workshop: Nourishing Modern Hungers: The Ethnographic Diet: Transform your life while 
eating foods you love." Meet San Francisco's very own food ethnographer and explore the 
worlds we are making and making ourselves ready for through food culture. Talking about 
food is a safe way to open up portals into the complexity and hot messes of our deepest needs, 
most desperate desires and wildest dreams. Cooking for yourself and others is a sign of well- 
being and a tool to feel better when you don't. Everything connects through food. This will bea 
fun guided group discussion with flavor tasting. June Jo Lee is a food ethnographer, bridging 
“what we eat” with "who we are becoming” for senior leadership at Google and other busi- 
nesses. Space limited. Reservations required: email@sfpl.org or call 415-355-5600. Saturday, 
July 13, 2-5:30 p.m. 

“Presentation: Learn About and Tour the Richmond Library.” Learn about the Richmond Branch 
Library, our building and the patrons who use it. The presentation will begin in the program 
room and end with a tour of the building and grounds. Space is limited. Reservations required: 
415-355-5600 or sign up at the Adult Reference Desk. Thursday, July 18, 4-5 p.m. 
"Presentation: Classical Tea Ceremony and Tasting.” The Dasen American Academy presents a 
classical tea art ceremony followed by a discussion of the historical and cultural significance 
of the practice. This program includes a small exhibit of traditional teapots, teacups and paper 
origami of different Chinese Han groups. Participants will have a chance to sample different 
types of tea provided during the program. Space limited. Reservations required: 415-355- 
5600. Saturday, July 20, 2-3 p.m. 

“Author: Brian Stannard, Alcatraz Ghost Story: Roy Gardner's Amazing Train Robberies, Escapes, 
and Lifelong Love.” Discover the tale of Roy Gardner, the charismatic "smiling bandit” whose 
daring escapades made him the most hunted man on the Pacific coast, alongside the woman 
who stood by his side through it all, in Brian Stannard's Alcatraz Ghost Story. Attendees will 
receive a complimentary copy of Alcatraz Ghost Story while supplies last. Thursday, July 23, 
6-7:30 p.m. 


GOLDEN GATE PARK BAND 
The Golden Gate Park Band's 142nd season of summer concerts series runs until 
Oct. 6 on Sundays* at 1 p.m. at the Spreckels Temple of Music (aka the Bandshell) in Golden 
Gate Park. San Francisco's oldest musical organization, founded in 1882, continues a new era 
of music for San Francisco and the Bay Area. ALLSHOWS FREE! All Welcome! * All concerts start 
at 1 p.m. on Sundays except Thursday, July 4 and Monday, Sept. 2 (Labor Day). Learn more at 
goldengateparkband.org. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy July birthday to Thomas Beatty, Craig Bray, Mary Rose Buckley, Jean Williamson 
Carter, Audrey Consalus, Patrick Craig, Steven Cresci, Hayleigh Evans, Laurel Evans, Allyssa 
Fielding, Tom Gawronski, Claudia Martin Goldberg, Charles Hare, Leonardo Hauso, Bryant 
Hom, Idris Sethi Iwata, Will Lanier, Ti De Meo, Mackenzie Moore, Emma Nobuko Owan, Tom 
Pendergast, Saylor Perkins, Dakota Blue Raymundo, Mathilda Silverstein, Gianna Toboni, 
Tina Tracy, Emily West, Jesse White, Michael D. Wong and Colette Yuen. To add a name to the 
monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


HEART OF THE RICHMOND DISTRICT NIGHT MARKET 

This engaging and entertaining event in the Central Richmond District will be a 
family-friendly event highlighting the diverse offerings from small local businesses and will 
appeal to people of all ages - locals and visitors alike. Activities and booths will include arts 
and crafts, carnival-style games, small business vendors, resources from community organiza- 
tions, activities, performances and dining with pre-packaged food options. Providing a fun and 
festive night out in the neighborhood will introduce locals and visitors to the welcoming and 
diverse community and increase support for local small businesses. The second night market 
will take place on Saturday, July 20, 4-8 p.m. on Clement Street between 22nd and 25th ave- 
nues. Learn more at heartoftherichmonddistrictnightmarket.com. 


LONG-TERM CARE OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM 
The San Francisco Long-Term Care Ombudsman program offers free, confidential 
support to address issues raised by residents in long-term care facilities and free training 
opportunities for those interested in becoming volunteer ombudsmen. For details on training 
or accessing support, call 415-751-9788 or email ombudsman@felton.org. 


MEETTHE EDITOR OF THE RICHMOND REVIEW - POSTPONED FOR JULY 

Meet the editor of the Richmond Review: You are invited to meet with Michael Durand, 
editor and publisher of the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers and the Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com website. Bring your story ideas, feedback, suggestions, questions, 
announcement items and advertising inquiries. We are also welcoming new writers and pho- 
tographers interested in contributing stories and photos. The Meet the Editor session is at the 
One Richmond storefront, 802 Clement St. and corresponds with the monthly Clement Street 
Art Walk. Normally on every third Thursday of the month, 4-6 p.m., the session will return in 
August when the One Richmond office reopens after a summer break. For more information, 
call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Scheduled appointments not 
necessary but appreciated. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the “Photos of the Month” gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


PIANO LESSONS 
With my unique teaching method, | will show you how to find every chord on the key- 
board - major, minor, sharp and flat - in the first lesson. Then I'll show you how to start playing 
songs. No need to be able to read music. Call Michael at 415-706-6428 to learn more. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 

Saturday, July 6, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 

Tuesday, July 9, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Richmond Library Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/553131/. 

Thursday, July 11, 3:30-4:30 p.m., One Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togetherst/ 
event/528372/. 

Friday, July 12, 8-9 a.m., Morning Coffee Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/513212/. 


Continued on page 13 
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Inaugural Heart of the lenmene Night Market Draws Huge Crowd 


By Asha Ingram 


Saturday, June 8, marked the Rich- 
mond District’s first-ever Heart of the 
Richmond Night Market. The market 
stretched from 22nd to 25th avenues 
on Clement Street and featured stalls 
from local businesses and community 
organizations. 

It was a fairly typical westside day 
with some fog giving way to sun- 
shine and occasional gusty winds. The 
crowd enjoyed interacting with neigh- 
bors, eating local food and listening to 
catchy music. 

According to District 1 Supervisor 
Connie Chan, one of the main orga- 
nizers of the Night Market, the idea 
started with her talking with members 
of the Greater Geary Boulevard Mer- 
chants and Property Owners Associa- 
tion in a coffee shop. From there, the 
idea took off and they were able to get 
funding from the Civic Joy Fund — a 
San Francisco nonprofit that frequently 
helps put on events in the City. The or- 
ganizers were also able to get the Com- 
munity Youth Center (CYC) on Clem- 
ent involved, and its volunteers played 
a huge part in the event by working 
traffic control during the Night Market, 
among other tasks. 

David Heller, president of the Great- 
er Geary Boulevard Merchants and 
Property Owners Association, said the 
event was a big help to local business- 
es. 

“We truly thank the community for 
coming out and supporting the mer- 
chants during these unusual times,” he 
said. “Organizers estimated the crowd 
was around 10,000 to 12,000 people. 
Shopping local really helps the Rich- 
mond District businesses thrive.” 

For Nicole Meldahl, executive di- 
rector of the Western Neighborhoods 
Project, it was the perfect place for a 
night market, describing the Central 
Richmond as being just the right place 
for the event. 

“It’s the perfect place to host a multi- 
cultural event that highlights all of the 
nonprofits and arts, activators, local 
businesses and food,” Meldahl said. 

Apart from the Richmond District’s 
ideal neighborhood setting for the 
night market, Meldahl also explained 
that it is an event much needed in the 
neighborhood post pandemic, especial- 
ly when it comes to staying connected 
in the community. 

“People are really hungry for in-per- 
son events where they can get out into 
the neighborhood, support local busi- 
nesses, spend time with friends and 
family and meet new people,” she said. 

For many local businesses and orga- 
nizations like the Western Neighbor- 
hoods Project, the night market provid- 
ed a great opportunity for outreach and 
advertising due to the big turnout in 
the community. Overall, the gathering 
resulted in many of the small business 


J 


Clement Street between 22nd and 25th avenues was filled on Satur- 
day, June 8, with a crowd of 10,000 to 12,000 people at the first Heart 
of the Richmond Night Market. Courtesy photo. 


stalls at the event recruiting more inter- 
est and support. 

“As a nonprofit, we really rely on 
word-of-mouth to advertise,” Meldahl 
explained. “It’s the perfect opportunity 
for us to engage deeply with the mem- 
bers of our community.” 

Along with Chan, the event organiz- 
ers included Heller, Assistant Police 
Chief David Lazar and other local mer- 
chants and community members. 

Some of the organizations featured at 
the event included CYC, Sol Ambiance 
florist, Batches Bakehouse and Fleet 
Wood. 

Meldhal praised the organizers for 
their work putting the night market to- 
gether. 

“It’s really hard to put on an event 
this size and get it right the first time, 
and they did an incredible job,” she 
said, “It was a real community effort.” 

Many local businesses saw a substan- 
tial increase in foot traffic on the day of 
the night market. Phyllis Nabhan, own- 
er of legacy business Gaslight & Shad- 
ows Antiques, claimed that her store 
was the busiest it has ever been. 

“In the 48 years I have been in busi- 
ness, I have never had that many peo- 
ple in my store,” she said. “There was a 
line out the door for 10 hours that day.” 

Other than owning her antiques store, 
Nabhan is also heavily involved in the 
Clement Street Merchants Association. 
She hopes the night market will con- 
tinue to have a future in the Richmond 
District. 

“We'd definitely like to see it go into 
next year,” Nabhan said. “It’s terribly 
exciting to have activity at this part of 
Clement Street.” 

A night market event was held in 
the Sunset District on Irving Street last 
fall. With more than 10,000 attendees, 
it surpassed expectations and was de- 
scribed as the “first of its kind.” It is 


Cunty, Biscuits & Secret 
Bundts 


Garden 


"drinks are expertly 
made and their food 
options are delectable" 


5927 California (at 22nd) 


Come see what all the rave reviews are about! 


"Can't wait to 
come back!" 


www.bazaarcafe.com 


expected to return on Aug. 30 and Sept. 
27. The next market on Irving will dou- 
ble in size spanning six full blocks. Ac- 
cording to District 4 Supervisor Joel 
Engardio, there is much more to look 
forward to with the night markets there. 


“We are planning a Sunset Nights 
series that also includes a beach par- 
ty edition at Taraval and the Lower 
Great Highway on Sept. 21,” he said. 
“It’s wonderful to see night markets in 
neighborhoods throughout San Fran- 
cisco and I encourage people to attend 
them all,” Engardio said. 

As for the Richmond night market, 
locals will be able to see this event re- 
turn on July 20. The next market is ex- 
pected to have more than 70 vendors, 
according to Chan, including more 
food choices. And with all the excite- 
ment and success it has garnered, the 
event is expected continue to be pop- 
ular throughout the rest of 2024. The 
next markets will be on Saturdays, July 
20, Aug. 17 and Sept. 20. 

“Our community is truly what makes 
the Richmond District so special, and it 
was wonderful to celebrate and show- 
case our neighborhood at our first night 
market, in the physical heart of the 
Richmond,” Chan said. “I am so grate- 
ful for our amazing merchants who 
helped make the Heart of the Rich- 
mond Night Market a reality, and thank 
the more than 40 vendors, makers and 
community partners who participated, 
plus the families who came out to make 
our first night market such a success.” 


Among the thousands of people attending the Heart of the Richmond 
District Night Market were (L-R) SFPD Community Ambassador Lew- 
is Fong, former District 1 Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer and Pres- 
ident of the the Greater Geary Boulevard Merchants and Property 
Owners Association David Heller. Courtesy photo. 
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One of the night cecal vendors was Nico Schwieterman, owner of 
Fleet Wood. Her business prints on T-shirts and offers other items. 
Her store is at 714 Clement St. Photo by Michael Durand. 
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‘Then and Now’: Balboa and La Playa Streets 
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Left: Northeast view of Balboa Street where La Playa Street dead ends. The photo, taken circa 1935, shows the Rocket Speedway 
ride, from back in the Playland-at-the Beach years. The Gustav Moeller house is visible on ridge behind. Photo courtesy of a private 
collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: This photo, taken at the end of June 2024, shows the Gustav Moeller 
house still standing but with more neighbors than it had 89 years ago. Photo by Michael Durand. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Continued from page 11 


Friday, July 12, 3:30-5 p.m., Clement Street Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/437706/. 
Saturday, July 13, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 


Saturday, July 13, 11 a.m-1 p.m., Central Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


event/613409/. 
Sunday, July 14, 10 a.m.-noon, Outer Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/450069/. 
Thursday, July 18, 10:30 am-noon, Rise & Grind Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/413075/. 
Saturday, July 20, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 
Saturday, July 27, 10 am-noon, Richmond District Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/441884/. 
Saturday, July 27, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 


RICHMOND REVIEW AT HEART OF THE RICHMOND NIGHT MARKET 
Stop by and say hi! Come visit the Richmond Review booth at the second Heart of the Rich- 
mond Night Market on Saturday, July 20, 4-8 p.m. on Clement Street between 22nd and 25th 
avenues. Free RR hats with each $30 donation (while supplies last)! 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


THANK YOU! 
Sincere thanks to the readers who generously donated to the Richmond Review 
and those who signed up on the Patreon funding campaign. Your contributions helps keep 
us financially healthy. If you signed up or donated and haven't received Richmond Review 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 


Photo by Meredith Preble. @meredithpreble. 


Photographers are invited to submit three of their best 
photos for consideration to be published in the “Photos of the 
Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website av- 
erages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs 
on or near the 15th of each month. For more information, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


branded products (tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or shirt), please send an email to Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. We would also like to share just your name in the paper to thank 
you. Please let us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit our website to sign up for our Pat- 
reon campaign, send a check to Richmond Review, P.O. Box 16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via 
PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20 word minimum. Share birthday greetings, wed- 
dings, anniversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business 
accomplishments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


Announcements run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (average of 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 22nd of the month. Mail check to: P.O. Box 
16035, S.F.,CA 94116 or use PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Call 415- 
706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com for more details. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or a community event announce- 
ments free of charge. 


We support small businesses: Free announcements for small businesses celebrating 
an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send announcement to Edi- 
tor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Kilduff’s Korner By Paul Kilduff 


KIL)U FF 


“T think you may be suffering from Maui withdrawal syndrome.” 


Fine Art Framing 
Custom Framing 
3D Objects 
Diplomas 
Documents 
Memorabilia 
Mirrors 


CAPRICORN 
FRAMING 


10% off first custom 
framing order AY Ww sa he 
We specialize in 


conservation and 
archival methods 


3232 Geary Blvd (between Parker & Spruce) 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415) 292-3390 


www.capricornframing.com 
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From ‘Rubbish’ to Treasured Works of Art: Leilah Babirye at the de Young 


By Noma Faingold 


Sculptor Leilah Babirye 
fled Uganda nearly a decade 
ago out of necessity. Being 
an LGBTQIA+ activist and a 
lesbian in a country with life- 
or-death anti-gay laws was 
dangerous. 

Her Muslim father, who was 
a prominent figure in Kampala 
(Uganda’s capital and largest 
city), disowned her once she 
came out. At that time, she had 
already earned a degree in art 
from Makerere University in 
Kampala. She was living at 
home and was working for her 
father. 

“He told me not to come 
home,” Babirye said. “I was 
scared. I didn’t know what to 
do.” 

She was close with 
many members of the local 
LGBTQIA+ community and 
stayed with a friend during 
that perilous period, while in 
her 20s. 

“We were all scared,” Babir- 
ye said. “But it was worse for 
the trans women and trans men 
I knew.” 

She helped five trans people 
leave the country for Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

“They were telling me to 
leave,” Babirye said. She did 


not want to go through the 
lengthy process to gain asy- 
lum in Kenya, so she began 
applying for artist residencies 
around the world, landing a 
fully funded one in 2015, on 
Fire Island, the gay-friendly 
enclave on the south shore of 
Long Island, New York. 

Babirye got off the plane 
in New York with $20 in her 
pocket. Following the residen- 
cy, she did whatever she could 
to survive until her work start- 
ed to sell. 

“I collected cans on the 
streets from morning to night 
— collecting them and cashing 
them in,” she said. “Even when 
I had nothing to eat and I was 
sleeping on people’s couches, 
I treasured every moment be- 
cause I felt I was home.” 

In 2018, Babirye was based 
in Brooklyn when the artist 
was granted asylum in the U.S. 

For 39-year-old Babirye, 
2024 has been monumental 
in her career. In March, an 
exhibit opened at Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park (and Chapel) 
in England. In April, she was 
invited to the 60th Internation- 
al Art Exhibition for the 2024 
Venice Biennale Arte to show 
three works. 

Babirye’s first solo exhibi- 
tion at a major museum, titled, 


Need Expert Professional 


Real Estate Services? 


Contact John Lee today for a free consultation: 
(415) 465-0505 or johnlee@isellsf.com 


As your Trusted Advisor 


I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
I will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


As your Expert Facilitator 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. 


Smart. Empathic. 


Experienced. Dedicated. 


COMPASS 


Serving as your local newspaper columnist for the past 25 years! 


www.isellsf.com 
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Leilah Babirye stands next to “Baawala from the Ku- 


chu Mamba (Lungfish) Clan,” 2022, the largest sculp- 
ture in the exhibit, “Leilah Babirye: We Have a History” 
now showing at the de Young Museum. Babirye used 
ceramic, bicycle tire inner tubes and aluminum wire. 
The work was inspired by her late grandfather. Photo 


by Noma Faingold. 


“Leilah Babirye: We Have a 
History,” opened on June 22 
at San Francisco’s de Young 
Museum and runs_ through 
June 22, 2025. Twelve works 
created from 2019-2024 (in- 
cluding three new pieces just 
for this show) are seamlessly 
intertwined with pieces from 
the historical African Art col- 
lection of the Fine Arts Muse- 
ums of San Francisco. 

“This is my first, which 
makes it a big deal,” she said. 
“But also, just having my art 
at the center of the African 
collection. I don’t know if Pll 
ever have such an opportunity 
again.” 


The materials 


primary 


Babirye works with are wood 
and ceramics. But most sym- 


bolic and important is that her 
sculptures are adorned with 
discarded objects, including 
bicycle chains, rusted nails, 
plastic and — in a full-circle 
moment — the tops of beverage 
cans. 

Her process in creating 
sculptures that range in scale 
from totemic forms to busts, 
talismans and masks (in the 
tradition of African art), is 
largely instinctive. She does 
not sketch. She stains/burns 
the wood black and carves the 
wood mostly by hand. It is as 
if she were being guided by 
the wood itself. Working with 
clay is also by hand and proves 
extremely physical. 

“I trust the 
Babirye said. 


materials,” 


The members of the Park- 
Presidio Sunset Lions Club 
have been serving our com- 
munity for the past 75 years. 
We continue to do so despite 
the challenges of a pandemic. 


Soon, we will resume regular 
meetings and invite our west 
side neighbors to participate. 


Ms. Marian’s Dance Garden 


Voted “BEST DANCE STUDIO” in the Richmond District by readers of the Richmond Review! 


Join us for SUMMER CAMPS 2024! 


F 


Week long camps — with extended care! 


June 10-July 26 


For Pre K through High School Students! 


LIMITED ENROLLMENT 


¢ Fairy Princess Camps 


¢ Arts + Crafts/Cooking Camp 


° Musical Theatre Camp 


* Contemporary + Choreography Camp 


Workshop Saturdays June 15-July 27 
for kids of all ages and their parents! 


Check our website for more detailed 
descriptions and HOW TO REGISTER=y, 


www.DanceGardenSF.com - 415-377-2351 
9841 Geary Blvd/22nd & 23rd Ave : San Francisco, CA 94121 


Lions Pride: 
Serving the 
west side for the 
past 75 years! 


“The material and the artist 
created this work together,” 
said Natasha Becker, curator 
of the Arts of Africa at the 
Fine Arts Museums of San 
Francisco. “Leilah has such 
confidence in how she works 
with wood.” 

The exhibit manages to con- 
nect the past with the present, 
focusing on the LGBTQIA+ 
community. For Babirye, her 
art is activism. Manifesting 
dignity and drama out of ob- 
jects that have been thrown 
away is deliberate. In Uganda, 
a gay person is pejoratively 
referred to in the Luganda lan- 
guage as, “abasiyazi,” which 
means “rubbish,” as in the part 
of the sugarcane that is dis- 
carded. 

“My work is basically using 
trash, giving it new life and 
making it beautiful,” Babirye 
said. 

According to Becker, in 
conversations she had with 
Babirye while preparing the 
exhibit, “important themes 
emerged that queer people 
are not outside of African his- 
tory, but that they are also a 
part of history,” Becker said. 
“Queermess is not recent. It 
has always been a part of so- 
ciety. Leilah is breaking new 
ground. She’s such a powerful 
sculptor and her works carry 
complex meanings.” 

Babirye is very attached to 
what she calls her “babies.” 
She knows where all of her 
sculptures are located in the 
world. The largest piece in 
“We Have a History” is titled, 
“Baawala from the Kuchu 
Mamba (Lungfish) Clan.” The 
2022 ceramic structure is a 
tribute to her late grandfather, 
the only member of her family 
who did not abandon her. “He 
passed last year. He would 
have wanted to be here,” she 
said. 

In her first walk through of 
the exhibit, as she closely ex- 
amined the preserved, centu- 
ries-old works alongside her 
own “babies,” it brought up 
mixed emotions, as well one 
unanswerable question: “How 
will my art be viewed 100 
years from now?” 

“Leilah Babirye: We Have 
a History,” runs through June 
22, 2025 at the de Young Mu- 
seum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Gar- 
den Dr. Learn more at famsf. 
org. 
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Commentary 


Alan Wong 


Protect Free City College 


Residents of the Sunset and Rich- 
mond districts depend on City College 
of San Francisco for its wide range 
of courses, programs and the free 
enrollment provided by the Free City 
College initiative. However, this vital 
resource is at risk due to proposed cuts 
by the City, which could disrupt the 
educational plans of many. 

The Free City College program, a 
partnership between City College and 
the City and County of San Francisco, 
offers tuition assistance to residents 
who have lived in California for more 
than a year and established San Fran- 
cisco residency. This program covers 
the $46 per unit enrollment fee. Even 
students who already receive other fee 
waivers benefit, getting an additional 
$46 per unit grant. 

Local residents enroll in City 
College for various reasons — to learn 
anew skill, transfer to a four-year 
university, improve their English for 
better job opportunities or simply for 
lifelong learning. 

Personally, I enrolled in City 
College as a teenager to gain extra 
academic credits, which helped me 
graduate from UC San Diego with a 
bachelor’s degree at just 19 years old. 
The opportunity not only saved me 
money but also accelerated my edu- 
cation. However, the transformative 
experiences that I and many others 
have enjoyed are now in jeopardy. 

Despite its significant impact, the 


future of Free City College is uncer- 
tain. Proposed changes could limit 
free enrollment to a designated set 

of courses starting in the 2025-26 
academic year, with only certain 
classes under specific educational 
plans remaining free. The City is set 
to propose the exact changes later this 
year. Additionally, proposed budget 
cuts could slash funding for the pro- 
gram from $18.9 million in 2023-24 to 
just $9.3 million in 2024-25 and $7.2 
million by 2025-26. There are also 
plans to withdraw reserve funds that 
have previously been used for student 
debt relief. 

These changes could greatly affect 
residents of the Sunset and Richmond 
districts attending City College as the 
City grapples with its broader finan- 
cial challenges by taking money from 
Free City College. If San Francisco 
voters’ intent and past agreements are 
honored, these proposed modifications 
should be reconsidered. 

In 2016, San Francisco voters 
passed Proposition W, which aimed to 
fund the Free City College program by 
increasing taxes on property transfers 
worth over $5 million. This measure 
generated between $30 to $38 million 
annually. Despite this, The City initial- 
ly allocated only $5.3 million per year 
to City College, which was insuffi- 
cient to cover all tuition and program 
expenses. 

In 2019, thanks to negotiations 


between the Free City College Coali- 
tion, then-Sunset District Supervisor 
Gordon Mar and the Mayor’s Office, 
an agreement was made to fully fund 
Free City College for a decade. The 
agreement stipulated that starting in 
2019-2020, the program was to be 
funded with $15 million, $15.7 million 
in 2020-21,$16.4 million in 2021-22, 
and then with annual adjustments for 
inflation until 2029. 

The City’s current proposal would 
break this hard-won agreement, which 
was intended to ensure free enrollment 
at City College for the next 10 years. 

This proposal and budget reduction 
would also destabilize City College 
itself at a critical time. The college 
has successfully balanced its budget, 
maintained a 5% rainy-day fund, and, 
for the first time since 1997, received 
no negative findings in financial audits 
of its unrestricted general fund, parcel 
tax and bond dollars. Moreover, en- 
rollment this academic year increased 
by 10% adding more than 1,000 full 
time students. 

However, progress on the budget 
and enrollment has been years in the 
making and fragile. Accreditors have 
warned that the college must plan for 
long-range fiscal challenges: The big 
elephant in the room is that beginning 
in the 2025-2026 fiscal year, City 


College will no longer receive cost-of- 
living adjustments until it significantly 
increases its enrollment under a newly 
enacted state funding formula. 

Losing tuition-free classes would 
likely undermine the college’s 
progress in stabilizing its budget and 
enrollment. But ultimately, it is the 
students who would suffer the most. 
Working parents, those struggling 
with living expenses, and low-income 
students might lose their access to 
education. 

San Francisco voters endorsed the 
nation’s first tuition-free community 
college and our City’s leaders signed a 
10-year commitment to enhance edu- 
cational access and enrollment at City 
College. Let’s protect Free City Col- 
lege for all residents of the Sunset and 
Richmond districts and uphold City 
College’s mission to provide accessi- 
ble, quality education for everyone. 

Alan Wong is the president of the 
City College of San Francisco Board 
of Trustees and co-chair of the Free 
City College Oversight Committee. 
He also serves on the board of the 
City College Foundation. As a City 
Hall education policy advisor in 2019, 
Wong worked on drafting and passing 
the legislation guaranteeing a decade 
of Free City College for all San Fran- 
ciscans. 


Thanks to our advertigers and Patreon donors, 
this newspaper is FREE. 
Please support and thank the 


Richmond Review advertisers and 
consider becoming a patron! 


For advertising information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 


COME SOAR WITH US AT 
SAINT MONICA SCHOOL 


stmonicasf.org 


5950 Geary Blvd., SF, CA. | office@stmonicasf.org | 415.751.9564 


Saint Monica School is an inclusive Catholic community of K-8 learners, 
rich in diversity of faith, culture, ethnicity and talent. 


Take a tour to learn more about our exceptional academic program, 
including newly renovated Science Center and STEM program. 
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ONNIE 
CHAN: 3 


FIGHTING FOR THE 
RICHMOND DISTRICT 


As our Supervisor, Connie Chan 
has been our independent voice, 
pushing City Hall to do what's 
right for our families: 


A Safer Richmond District 


¢ Successfully brought retired police ambassadors, 
more officers and new technology to District 1 


Connie lives in the Richmond District with her partner, 
Ed, a San Francisco Fire Fighter, their son and dog. 


¢ Working to expand deployment of Street Crisis 


Response Teams Congressman Adam Schiff | 
* Pushing to fill vacant first responder positions Former State Senator Mark Leno 
Assemblymember Phil Ting 
A Stronger Richmond District Former Board of Supervisors President 
Norman Yee 
¢ Secured funding for 100% affordable senior Former District 1 Supervisors Sandra Lee 
housing at 4200 Geary and an agreement for Fewer, Eric Mar and Jake McGoldrick 
housing at the Alexandria Theatre California Nurses Association 
e Championed free summer camp for K-8 students Hlenmtond DisiTct Demoeratlé Club 
And many more! 


¢ Advocated for traffic, pedestrian and bicycle 
safety improvements 


e Fought cuts to nutrition programs and supported 
working families and seniors 


e Provided fee waivers, grant support, and DISTRICT 1 SUPERVISOR $8—Barhas 
resources for small businesses in the Richmond 


Peo . 
Foe Learn more at ConnieChanSF.com 


Paid for by Connie Chan for Supervisor 2024. Financial disclosures available at sfethics.org 


